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Artist Statement

In my work group “Goldene Hans” | make a journey through German history by appropriating youth culture
imagery. To the images of German youth groups from various eras | have added a self-portrait in gold, the

"«

“Goldenen Hans”, “Hans” signifying the quintessential Germanness.

For this self-portrait | have used a pass photo of myself as a 13 year old, its androgyny always embarrassed
me. In this series however, it proved an advantage: Placed among the boys its masculinity is underlined,
among the girls, the feminine aspect comes out.

| have printed the silk-screens on vintage textiles matching the various eras. The images | used are partly by
well-known photographers like Herbert Tobias, others are taken from private collections.

Without making judgments, these works allow me to connect to the various groups through a process of
identification: The pre-war Jewish sport group from Berlin, the Hitler youth celebrating Christmas in a bunker
near Stalingrad, Frankfurt rocker, and a rural pre-68 girls choir.

Bio
Born 1955 in Freiburg. Active as artist since 1988. Lives in Berlin, Bergkirchen and Auroville, India.

Studies art, ethnology, psychology and religion in Freiburg, San Francisco and Bremen. Educated as art
therapist in 1981. Study travels to Paris and Barcelona. From 1984 — 87 employed as art therapist at the
Karl-Bonhoeffer Nervous Clinic, Berlin.
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